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TheIndianHillWomen’sClub
has awarded college scholar-
ships to one student who advo-
cates for aquatic animals and to
another student who is active in
television broadcasting.

LydiaGroteandJohnHooton,
both members of Indian Hill
High School’s Class of 2014, won
the scholarships – the amount of
which the club chose not to re-
veal.

“These scholarships are
awarded based on academic ex-
cellence, community service,
high school activities and teach-
er recommendations,” said Indi-
an Hill Women’s Club repre-
sentativeMolly Barber, who is a
member of Indian Hill Village
Council and who formerly was a
member of the Indian Hill Ex-
empted Village Board of Educa-
tion.

According to information
from the Indian Hill Women’s
Club:

» Lydia Grote is the daughter
of Jennifer and Brian Grote.

Lydia Grote is a member of
theVinylClub, theNationalHon-
or Society and the Fellowship of
ChristianAthletes. She formerly
played flute in the Indian Hill
BravesMarching Band.

Grote has volunteered with
the Newport Aquarium for the
pastfouryears,workingherway
up from a summer naturalist to
volunteer supervisor of the non-
profit organization WAVE (pro-
moting the Welfare of Aquatic
life through Advocacy, Volun-
teerism and Education) Founda-
tion at the aquarium.

A letter of recommendation
said Grote is “above all, a young
woman of integrity and charac-
ter.”

“She exhibits kindness, sin-
cerity and humility.”

Grote plans to study biology
at theCollege ofWilliam&Mary
inWilliamsburg, Virginia.

» John Hooton is the son of
Beth and JohnHooton.

Theyounger JohnHooton is a
member of the Latin Club and
MIHACT (the Mighty Indian
Hill Academic Challenge Team).

Hooton is president of the
ModelUnitedNations anddirec-
tor of remote shoots for the Indi-
an Hill Television Network.

Hooton is active with Mat-
thew 25: Ministries and St. Vin-
cent Ferrer Parish. He plans to
study at the College ofWooster.

A letter of recommendation
said Hooton “thinks deeply
aboutwhathestudiesandhecar-
ries his knowledge of one disci-
pline across boundaries and ap-
plies it to others.”

Want to knowmore about what is
happening in Indian Hill? Follow me
on Twitter @jeannehouck.

Students win women’s club scholarships
By Jeanne Houck
jhouck@communitypress.com

The Indian Hill Women's Club has awarded Indian Hill High School
seniors Lydia Grote and John Hooton college scholarships. Here are,
from left: Antonio Shelton, principal of Indian Hill High School; Nancy
Schreiner, president, of the Indian Hill Women’s Club; Grote; Hooton
and Karen Von Deylen, chair of the Indian Hill Women's Club's
scholarship committee.PROVIDED

Moeller High School’s
baseball team’s season
ended in a loss for the

first time since 2011.
The Crusaders, seeking a

third consecutive Division I
state championship, fell in the
state semifinals, 4-2 to the
Massillon Jackson Polar
Bears.

Moeller finishes 24-5.
“These guys had a fantastic

season to go 24-5,” Moeller
coach Tim Held said. “Riley
(Mahan) was here three years
inarowandtherestof thesen-

iors two years in a row. To get
back up here and the pressure
that’s been on them all year,
the expectations. (They’re a)
great, great teamand anytime
you get to the final four it’s a
fantastic season.”

Thearea’sother teaminCo-
lumbus, Cincinnati Hills
Christian Academy, made it
one step further, losing to
Coldwater 4-2 in the Division
III finals.

For more on Moeller, see
Sports, A5. For more on
CHCA, see Sports, page A7.

Moeller's Joe Vranesic reacts during the Crusader's 4-2 loss to Massillon
Jackson, Friday, June. 6, 2014. TONY TRIBBLE FOR THE COMMUNITY PRESS

CHCA fans cheer on the Eagles during the Division III state championship game, Saturday, June 7.TONY TRIBBLE FOR THE COMMUNITY PRESS

TRIPLE CROWN
DREAMS DENIED

Moeller’s Zach Logue throws a
pitch during the Crusaders’ state
semifinal game against Jackson
June 6 at Huntington Park in
Columbus.TONY TRIBBLE FOR THE

COMMUNITY PRESS
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“Give thanks with a
grateful heart,” reads the
posting in the St. Paul
Community United Meth-
odist Church bulletin,
“bring canned goods to
church every Sunday.”

The members of this
church realize that
though it’s wonderful to
be generous during holi-
dayseason,hunger isyear
round. More importantly
“hungernevergetsasum-
mer vacation.” The
Northeast Emergency
Distribution Services is
particularly sensitive to
children’s food insecurity
that can increase as early
as May when low-income
children no longer re-
ceive free and reduced
meals at school. Not only
is the demand greater but
consequently without
schools in session, with
clubs and teams available
to do canned food drives,
food pantries notice that
intake and monetary do-
nations drop.

According to William
Lambers author of “End-
ing World Hunger,” more
than50millionAmericans
suffer from hunger. He
notes that food banks are
over stretched and cut-
backs from government
assistance can be disas-
trous. This includes the
recent reduction in food
stamps. The American
Federation of Teachers
notes that as few as “one
in seven low-income chil-
dren receive food assis-
tance” during the sum-
mer. Of those few stu-
dents who do receive as-
sistance it is due, in fact,
to their enrollment in a
summer program that
provides free and re-
duced meals (AFT News
7/1/13).

The American Federa-
tion of Teachers requests
that its members be
aware of summer hunger
by suggesting they work

with their communities to
be sure students return in
fall “well-nourished and
ready to learn” (AFT
News 7/1/13). But it’s not
only teachers that can
help, you and your neigh-
bors can also help – re-
member: “hunger never
gets a summer vacation.”

In the Sycamore com-
munity it’s the NEEDS
food pantry that serves to
help our neighbors who
face family food short-
ages summer, fall, winter
and spring.Have you con-
sidered organizing a food
drive in your neighbor-
hood?Having a block par-
ty –whynot place a barrel
on your street for neigh-
bors to drop a can or two
for NEEDS? Consider
making a request of your
summer swim club or
camp to organize drives
and if your church hosts a
festival consider asking
them to place a container
to collect for NEEDS.

It is the mission of the
Northeast Emergency
Distribution Service
(NEEDS)toprovideemer-
gency assistance to the
neediest families in the
Northeast Cincinnati
community.

In addition to canned
goods and non-perish-
ables, community mem-
bers can also support
NEEDS monetarily by
sending checks to:
NEEDS, 8341 Kenwood
Road, Cincinnati, Ohio
45236. Truly, during the
summerwhenyouarefor-
tunate to sharegood times
with your neighbors,
please consider your
neighborswhoare inneed
withadonationtoNEEDS.

NEEDS is a communi-
ty of 25 churches and civ-
ic organizations whose
mission is to do God’s
work through caring for
theirneighborsbyprovid-
ing basic emergency as-
sistance.

Summer is a busy time at food pantries such as Northeast
Emergency Distribution Services. PROVIDED

Hunger never gets
a summer vacation

Ever come across a
sure-fire investment that
guarantees great returns
on yourmoney? It’s a sales
pitch that’s been used
many times and, unfortu-
nately, many people have
fallen for it.Many of these
get-rich-quick invest-
ments turn out to be noth-
ing more than Ponzi
schemes in which old in-
vestors are paidwithmon-
ey from new investors.

In the Cincinnati area
we’ve seen such schemes
over the years from a so-
called ticket broker to a
man who guaranteed a 10
percent return on people’s

money.
Both men
eventually
ended up in
prison, just
like Bernie
Madoff, but
notbeforea
lot of peo-
ple ended
up losing
tens of

thousands of dollars.
There are ways to spot

such Ponzi schemes and
Rob Siegmann, of the Fi-
nancial Management
Group in Blue Ash, offers
seven tips. First, he says,
“Make sure you under-

standthe investmentstrat-
egy and how it works…If
you don’t understand the
investment, look for a dif-
ferent financial strategy.”

Second, check your ad-
viser’s credentials to see if
they’re registered with
stateorfederal regulators.
Most financial advisors
have earned the CFP, CFA,
or CPA designations. Sieg-
mann says, “I would call
into question the knowl-
edge of salespeople with-
out those respected cre-
dentials.” Check with the
U.S. Securities and Ex-
change Commission to see
if any complaints have

been filed against an advi-
sor, rather than just check-
ing with an adviser’s hap-
piest clients.

Beware of a hard sell
because, Siegmann says,
“A good value proposition
should sell itself. High
pressure tactics mean
your adviser is eager to
makeacommissioncheck.
Ultimately, a long term re-
lationshipwith your advis-
er is best. If you experi-
ence a hard sell, your ad-
viser may not stay with
you for a long time.”

Never write checks to
an individual or their firm
unless it is a large and

trusted custodian like
Charles Schwab, Van-
guard or Fidelity. Sieg-
mann says, “Your money
should be held in your
name. Also, there are no
benefits worth the risk of
co-mingling your money
with others in an ‘omnibus
account.’”

Next, Siegmann says,
“You want your money in
an independent account,
not in your adviser’s ac-
count or with his or her
firm.” You should receive
regular statements from a
qualified, trusted, inde-
pendent custodian.

Ask how the adviser is

getting paid. Some work
for a set fee or percentage
while others get commis-
sions based on the invest-
ment products they sell
such as life insurance or
annuities. Commission-
based advisers can have a
place but you have to be
careful clients don’t get
loaded up with expensive
products.

So now, as many begin
to investagain,youneed to
carefully pick a financial
adviser.

Howard Ain's column appears
bi-weekly in the Community
Press newspapers.

Don’t fall for pitches that are Ponzi schemes

Howard
Ain
HEY HOWARD!
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